
 

 

 

 

 

O B I T U A R Y  N O T I C E  
 

 

SISTER CREUZA DALARTE 

(Terezinha) 
 

entered eternal life on December 12, 2018  

at the age of 72 years 

and 53 years of religious life 
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On June 13, 1946, Creuza was born in the municipality of Lucelia-SP, 

in Brazil.  Her baptism and confirmation were celebrated on the same 

day, that is, on August 10, 1946, feast of St. Lawrence. 

As a child, Creuza displayed a strong desire for learning.  She counted 

the days, with some impatience, until she could be admitted to the 

rural primary school, at some distance from her home.  She would go, 

always in the company of older friends who were experienced in 

making their way through the fields. One day, the little group was 

startled by a herd of cows, and all began to run, leaving Creuza 

behind. Somewhat confused, she began to wander until she came to a 

wide stream.  She fell in, but was able to swim to the other side, albeit 

losing all her school supplies in the process. As a result, her parents 

refused to let her return to school. She had to wait until her brother 

Armando was old enough to attend school, which meant she had to 

start over again at the age of 10.  This was a very difficult trial for her! 

Creuza loved to study the catechism.  In 1960, she made her First 

Holy Communion in the Church of Our Lady of Glory in Tupi 

Paulista.  At that time, the Capuchin friars were leaving the parish and 

entrusting its administration to Canadian priests. 

Creuza loved to participate in various parish activities organized by 

the congregations.  From that time on, she began to feel the stirrings 

of her calling.  One interesting fact:  Creuza had the joy of teaching 

the catechism to three of her brothers.  Once they succeeded in their 

exam with Sister Rosa Lucia Laliberté, they were admitted to their 

First Communion.  On the day itself, Creuza was present with her 

brothers and was invited to assist Sister Rosa Lucia in helping the 

children don their albs.  This touched her deeply. 

She loved to read and was interested in Church History; she undertook 

the reading of the Bible each evening with her family.  By the time 

she left her family to enter the convent, she had read almost the entire 

Bible.  As the years passed, she would read numerous books in 

spirituality, the lives of the saints, Church documents. She loved to 

share these readings with others. 

On January 1964, Saint Mary Convent of the Sisters of Charity of 

Ottawa in Tupi Paulista was inaugurated in the course of a Eucharist 

presided by the diocesan bishop Hugo Bresane from Araújo.  Several 

priests, religious and parishioners were present.  Mr. Antonio Dalarte 

and some of his children, under the guidance of Sister Adriana 

Lavigne, were invited to visit the place.  Mr. Dalarte mentioned at that 

moment that his daughter wished to become a sister.  Sister Adriana 



then invited Creuza to return to the convent at a later time to continue 

the discussion. 

A determined young woman, Creuza’s decision was already certain.  

During the week, she clearly confirmed with her parents her desire to 

enter the convent.  Her father responded, “My daughter, you are free.  

Free to marry and free to enter the convent.”  Creuza responded, “I 

have already decided: I will enter the convent and I would want you to 

come with me to meet the sister.”  That same week, that is on February 

1, 1964, they made their way to the convent.  After a brief meeting, 

Creuza’s entrance into the Congregation was slated for March 1. 

The month of waiting was one of internal struggles.  Creuza thought 

of her parents and her six younger brothers and sisters.  The Gospel 

text that sustained her was, “The one who puts a hand to the plow and 

looks back is not worthy of me.”  Other texts also challenged her: “The 

one who wishes to follow me must deny herself and take up her cross 

every day…Leave your father, your mother, your home, and you will 

have a treasure in heaven …etc.”  On the chosen date, her father 

accompanied her to the convent. 

Sister Creuza professed her first vows on August 3, 1965. On 

February 7, 1973, she professed her final vows in the Church of Nossa 

Senhora da Glória in Tupi Paulista. What emotions Sr. Creuza felt as 

she heard the assembly singing, “Let us go up to the house of the 

Lord.” (Ps. 121) What joy there was in seeing her parents and her 

siblings present! 

Sister Creuza was first called to live with two companions in São 

Vicente de Paulo in Tupi Paulista. Then, she was assigned to the 

regions of Tupi Paulista, Panorama and Santa Mercedes, carrying out 

various tasks such as housework, pastoral work and welcoming 

people, as she learned more and more the meaning of compassion and 

found much joy in these various assignments.  In her pastoral work in 

Guarulhos, SP, and in the parish of Our Lady of Aparecida in Cocaia, 

she discovered a liking for pastoral work.  She broadened her 

experience with her involvement in several parishes of the region and 

helped organize the community and offer leadership formation. 

Sister Creuza was then called to a variety of leadership roles: 

formation of novices, regional animator in the São Paulo area, several 

times a delegate to the General Chapters in Canada or for other 

meetings in the Congregation.  At the 2004 General Chapter, she was 

elected General Councillor for a six-year mandate.  This was the first 

time in the history of the Congregation that a Sister from outside 



North America was elected to the General Council. She returned to 

Brazil in 2010. 

At the end of 2016, she was named Regional Animator.  During this 

mandate, that is, in March and September 2018, she was called to 

Canada to participate in Strategic Planning Sessions with other leaders 

in the Congregation. 

Sister Creuza always expressed a special affection for her mother 

Regina who was always present to her throughout her life. She would 

say, “My mother, Regina Carvalho Dalarte, was of Portuguese 

descent.  She taught us honesty, truth and faith.  She was a determined 

woman with deep faith and much internal strength.  She was a 

dedicated housekeeper, a good cook, she could sew, crochet, 

embroider. She also enjoyed travel.” 

She would add: “My father, Antonio Dalarte, son of Italian 

immigrants, lived many difficult moments in his life.  He was a farmer 

and a businessman; he was a hard worker who sought to keep his 

family united and safe.” 

As for Sister Creuza, she was a good listener, discreet and gifted with 

a deep spirituality. Her prayer life animated her ministry and helped 

her to be available to all. In addition to her strong personality, her 

sense of leadership, her intelligence and her various talents, she had a 

special gift for organization. 

At the end of her life, in spite of her illness, she retained her serenity, 

trusting and desirous to live and continue her mission.  She 

experienced a period of intense suffering, but lived her trust in Divine 

Providence.  She entered the Father’s House on the Feast of Our Lady 

of Guadalupe, leaving behind a legacy which would lead those she 

loved to the Essential, to God and God’s Love. God alone suffices! 

 


